
 

Continued on the other side… 

God -- “In the Beginning God” 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths © 2011 - pastorpat@waukeshabible.org 

December 4, 2011 

The Story in Six Acts 

Read Genesis 1:1 
 

Every story has a beginning and this Story begins with God.  As we consider the Story and 
how it begins with God, we must reflect on Him.  The struggle in beginning with God is to see 
Him apart from His creation.  Our difficulty is in recognizing how creation exists so that we 
might come to know the eternal and infinite God through this temporal and finite vehicle.  
This task alone is already daunting.  What is God apart from His creation?  This idea is our 
meditation. 
 
As I study holy writ and what is revealed to me through the text, I find it impossible not to be 
overwhelmed and perhaps overcome by the sheer magnitude of who God is in the revelation 
of the Bible.  Yet God is far more than what we are given to know of Him.  He is 
unfathomable.  He is immeasurable.  He is without outside limitations.  How can a finite 
vessel of clay comprehend the incomprehensible God?  Is the vastness of our universe capable 
of containing God?  I think not. 
 
God is knowable through His actions (i.e. creation/general revelation) and His words (i.e. 
Bible/special revelation).  Both are expressions of who God is and what He does.  God acts 
and speaks.  He works in such a way as to be understood by that which He creates.  Through 
communication He causes a relationship through which the created benefits and He is gloried.   
 
Who is this God that is so passionate about us and His glory?  He is self-existing, eternal, 
unchanging, perfect, all powerful, all knowing, always present, and infinite.  Such qualities of 
being do not exist in the created.  The vastness of God cannot be contained by created vessels. 
 
Each of these attributes are worthy of our fullest attention.  This short reading only entices and 
invites.  There are fuller readings, but even these are only singular blades of grass in vast fields 
of grain.  We must shut out the sounds of creation and simply listen to the immensity of God.  
We must slow down so that we might know Him.  We seek to describe God through 
“shadow.”  All illustrations come out of creation, yet in the absence of the created there is only 
God.  How might we go about describing only God when the only vehicle of knowing God 
comes after God?  
 
When there was only God, did He exist in darkness or light?  Was there the sheer magnitude 
of His brilliance filling the context in which He exists?  Is this glory a cornucopia of dazzling 
colors?  Whatever visibly filled the context in which God existed, all of creation is but a vapor 
of the substance. 
 
What are we in the face of such glory?  Worship in the only fitting response to God.  It is true, 
some within the created order currently rebel against Him and refuse His gift of pardon and 
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adoption, yet even the rebel will one day confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father (Phil. 2:9-11).  O friend, let the enormity of God wash over your mind and emotion.  
Choose Him today.  May today find you thinking on Him.  May such thoughts of Him cause 
you to love Him and worship Him anew. 
 


